
  

Dear Delegates, 

 

 

Dear Delegates, 

 

The Fiduciary Investors Symposium convenes this year at a moment when the global investment and 

business landscape is changing. Emerging clarity regarding the risk of climate change requires a rethink of 

business operations and investment strategy. You are assembled here to discuss your roles and 

responsibilities as investors and fiduciaries in this dynamic economy. I am delighted this meeting is taking 

place and regret that I cannot be with you in person. I must remain in Bonn this week to support the final 

session of climate talks before COP 21 in Paris in December.  

 

This week, negotiators are finessing the text of what will become the Paris Agreement. Make no mistake, an 

agreement will be reached. The questions that remain center around how ambitious it will be and to what 

extent it will send the right and necessary signal to investors, market actors and others that play a crucial role 

in shifting the trillions necessary to avert dangerous global warming. 

 

In the coming days you will discuss, among other things, how climate risk and low-emission opportunities 

affect your ability to fulfill your fiduciary duty. 

 

During these deliberations please consider your role in supporting not just any climate agreement in Paris, 

but the strongest possible agreement. The Paris agreement must meet the interlinked challenges of limiting 

global temperature rise to less than 2 degrees Celsius and transitioning to a low-emission, highly resilient 

economy.  

 

Your vision and voice have powerful impact, giving courage to world leaders to aim for the most ambitious 

agreement. Your visible, visionary support can inspire confidence that shifting the trillions and an orderly 

transition to climate neutrality is a path to prosperity. Your vocal advocacy for this move signals it is time to 

point policy towards long-term certainty that allows us to update the economy for this century. 

 

This is your moment to demonstrate leadership on climate change, and in this moment there are more 

options available for action than ever before. I encourage you to join a transformational cooperative action 

such as the Montreal Pledge or the Portfolio Decarbonization Coalition or sign up to the Low Carbon 

Investment Registry. 

 

These actions build tremendous opportunities for growth, jobs and prosperity in a low-carbon economy. 

Hundreds of investors have already joined, but we need many more to ensure investors are heard loud and 

clear during the Paris negotiations.  

 

Investors understand confidence and the power it holds to forge the future we want and need. In addition to 

action and commitment before Paris, I also ask you to carry your confidence forward after Paris. In the 

months and weeks following Paris, the investors and businesses seeking strong action now must connect 

Paris outcomes with their own strategy and operations.  

 

Paris promises to be a foundation for action and I urge you to take Paris as a springboard into 2016. 

Continue building confidence, building ambition and building climate action into the unstoppable movement 

it is rapidly becoming. Help policymakers, shareholders and the public understand that a strong Paris 

agreement is good for environment and economy. Together we must, we can, and we will successfully 

transition to low-emission, sustainable growth that serves for generations to come. 

 

Thank you.  

 

Christiana Figueres 

Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)  


